
      

 

Dear Saratoga Springs Friends:  
 

     While campaigning for the 
position of Supervisor in 2005, 
I pledged to do more than just 
occupy a seat on the county 
board.  I pledged to work hard 
to bring you Access, Balance 
and Control. As your public 
servant accountable to the  
residents of Saratoga Springs, I  

                                         am proud to bring to you my 
first annual report to inform you and to encourage open 
dialogue with you.   
     I was honored to be elected and since then I have 
spent the last year and a half actively representing the 
interests of Saratoga Springs residents on the Saratoga 
County Board of Supervisors, constituent service and 
improved openness being number one.   
     I have focused much of my energy on fulfilling the 
pledges contained in my “ABC” platform.  These include 
promoting Access to public officials, lobbying for 
Balance between economic development and smart 
growth, and Control over county finances produced in 
Saratoga Springs.   
     In addition, I pledged to be a different kind of 
Supervisor.  Representative government is not just about 
the issues; it’s also about how we do business and as 
your passionate and professional representative, I have 
worked hard as your strong voice by advocating for 
important projects, strengthening partnerships, and 
building relationships within Saratoga Springs and the 
County Board. 
     We have accomplished much but there is a long way 
to go before County government can call themselves a 
true partner with the people of Saratoga.  It will be an 
honor to continue to be your independent strong voice for 
our City. This upcoming year is full of big issues and I 
look forward to continuing to work with all of you. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Joanne Yepsen 
County Supervisor for Saratoga Springs 

        

�
�
�
�
�
�
 
 
 
 
 
 

Supervisor Yepsen welcomes US Senator Chuck Schumer  
to Saratoga Springs. 

 
Groups & Individuals  
Supported/Advocated for in 2006: 
Black Elks   Saratoga Hospital 
Saratoga County Arts Council Environmental Expo 
Local Artists   Elected Officials: 
Saratoga County League  - Robert Reilly 
   of Women Voters  - Kirsten Gillibrand 
Saratoga County Sherrifs  - Eliot Spitzer 
CSEA& Local Labor Rights - Hillary Clinton 
Lake Lonely Residents  - Chuck Schumer 
Geyser Road/SWNA  City Veterans 
Homeless Shelter   Saratoga Reads 
Employment Connections  Home Made Theater 
Saratoga P.L.A.N.  YMCA 
Beekman Street Arts District Saratoga Springs City Center  
Saratoga Arts Festival  Saratoga Film Forum 
Saratoga Springs Preservation Universal Preservation Hall  
  Foundation   Billy Grey Foundation 
Saratoga Lake residents  Christopher Dailey Foundation 
NAACP    Healthy Transportation Network 
Saratoga Shakespeare  City Recreation Dept. 
Prevention Council of Saratoga County   
  

 
Supervisor Yepsen and her daughter Laura together in 
Congresswoman Gillibrand’s office on Capital Hill, Washington DC 
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“ I  work for  you. I t’ s 
that simple.”  



Supervisor Yepsen stands with other state and local 
officials on the steps of the Albany Capitol. 
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Much of my work this past year focused on establishing a public 
office committed to Accessibility and creating a transparent 
process, some of my efforts include:  
 

�  Holding regular open meetings 
�  Conducting City and County tours  
�  Attending community events and meetings both as your 

representative and to stay informed on community interests, 
concerns and priorities 

�  Regularly responding to constituents concerns, questions and 
needs through email and phone 

�  Forming a list to receive a regular electronic newsletter to communicate with constituents 
�  Reporting to the public on County activities and decisions through local media, my website, blogs and webcasting, 

and at City Council meetings and public events 
�  Actively seeking press coverage and providing press releases on County activities & decisions 
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Maintaining the Balance between economic growth and open space  
continues to be both a challenge and a necessity.  We need a strong  
working relationship with our neighbors to maintain our identity  
as “ the city in the country.”  Some of my efforts toward maintaining  
Balance between economic growth and open space include: 
 
�  Created a smart growth strategic plan with Beekman Street artists and  
      small business owners 
�  Regularly attended County Land Protection Committee meetings,  

representing concerns of Saratoga Residents 
�  Actively participated in process to create and voted for the adoption of the 

recently approved County Green Infrastructure Plan 
�  Continued to advocate for an increase in funding for the County’s   

Farmland and Open Space Preservation Grant Program,  
to more actively and aggressively protect our remaining  
open spaces and farmland before it is too late 

�  Worked toward an improved pedestrian safety and family      
      neighborhoods through trail systems on Geyser Road, Railroad Run   
      and other recreation opportunities 
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Bringing more revenue into the City through Control of our budget and 
finances was another priority.   
 
�  Strengthened relationships with our state & federal elected officials   
      as financial partners 
�  Generated funding for non-profit organizations in Saratoga Springs 
      through grants and marketing efforts 
�  Successfully opposed the use of county surplus to finance the County   
      Water Plan 
�  Voted yes for municipal distribution funding from the County generating $800,000 for the City 2007 Budget 
�

 

Supervisor Yepsen participates in National Trails 
Day, displaying the County Green Infrastructure 
Plan and Trail Map. 
 

Joanne chats with a neighbor about issues facing seniors. 
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I t has been my privilege to provide support or 
assistance to a number of important community 
initiatives, including: 
 

�  Saving the historic Fredrick Allen Lodge 
�  Renovating the War Memorial in Congress Park  
�  Advocating to secure the promised $12 million from Senator 

Bruno for the City Center expansion 
�  Encouraging safety and trail systems along Geyser Road  
�  Assisting residents on Lake Lonely with removal of a log jam  

causing flooding problems using mitigation funds from  
Army Corp of Engineers 
 

 

�  Founded the first eastern US chapter of Grants to You, a program that educates non-profit staff and board members  
on grant writing and research, with $7,500 funding secured by Assembly Minority Leader Jim Tedisco to  
implement this new program 

�  Sponsored Sunshine Week, a program that addresses the ways citizens can have a role in shaping the future growth 
of our community.  
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With over 22 years of professional development 
experience, I  have offered my fundraising and marketing 
skills to help the Saratoga Springs community and 
organizations financially.   
 
In my role as your  Supervisor , I  have helped to secure 
funding for :  
·  $60,000 from Senator Bruno for renovation of the War Memorial in 

Congress Park 

·  $12 Million from Senator Bruno for the expansion of the City Center 
·  $500,000 incorporated in Saratoga County budget for purposes of 

open space & farmland protection grants 

·  Estimated $2.5 Million for  City and $900,000 for County resulting from VLT State Revenue 
·  $7,500 Economic Development Grant from NYS Assembly Minority Leader James Tedisco to fund a newly established 

program called Grants to You. 
·  $40,000 awarded in December 2006 to non-profit agencies as an appointed member to the five-person Saratoga Gaming and 

Raceway Foundation Board 

·  $20,000  Secured a Preservation Foundation Matching Grant for repairs to West Side Frederick Allen Lodge 

·  $25,000  City Block Grant for renovations of West Side Frederick Allen Lodge  

Joanne inspects the Log Jam with land owner, Pete Balet, 
at Lake Lonely.  

Joanne works with Dave Patterson and his Participation 
in Government class at Saratoga Springs High School. 
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Now it’s your turn.  Help me better 
represent you!  Please let me know 
your concerns and how I can support 
you and our community.   
� � � �

Join my email list and receive my newly 
created electronic newsletter to update you 
on the issues you care about.  
Email your name and email address to 

me at: yepsenj@govt.co.saratoga.ny.us 
�
Support the Campaign to  
Re-elect Yepsen: 
Citizens for Yepsen  
91 Fifth Avenue 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
Or go to my web site:  www.joanneyepsen.com  
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Joanne Dittes Yepsen 
City of Saratoga Springs  
Saratoga County Supervisor 
City Hall, 474 Broadway 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
Tel: (518) 691-8024 
Email: yepsenj@govt.co.saratoga.ny.us 
 

  
Joanne with her three children, Emma (20), Laura (17) and  
Cole (11). 
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Let’s continue working together 
toward solutions!  Please vote for 
me on Election Day – Nov. 6th! 


